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The Treatise on the Pith Instructions on Prajnaparamita, 
called Ornament of Clear Realizations

by Lord Maitreyanatha

She is the one who, through the all-knowledge, guides the sravakas 
(hearers) who search for peace to utter peace.
She is the one who, through the knowledge of the path, makes those who 
promote the benefit of beings accomplish the welfare of the world.
Being united with her, the sages proclaim this variety endowed with all 
aspects.
I pay homage to this mother of the Buddha with his assemblies of 
sravakas (hearers) and bodhisattvas.

With this first verse of homage, we are introduced to Prajnaparamita or the perfection of 
wisdom, which is the central topic of the Ornament. 

The perfection of wisdom could be regarded as a clear realization of emptiness—the final 
reality of all phenomena. When terminologically divided, there are four kinds: natural, 
scriptural, path and resultant.

Prajnaparamita is proclaimed
By way of the eight topics.
The knowledge of all aspects, the knowledge of the path,
Then the all-knowledge, (I.3) 

The full realization of all aspects,
The attainment of culmination, the serial one
The full realization in a single instant,
And the dharmakaya—these are the eight. (I.4)

In the Ornament, the perfection of wisdom is presented by way of eight main topics in eight 
chapters. 

To understand the relationship between these eight main topics, we can refer to the very 
last verse of the Ornament:

The threefold object,
The fourfold training,
And the fruition (the dharmakaya and enlightened activity)— 
This is another summary in three points.
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The Three Objects/Objectives of Practice

1. Omniscience or “the Knowledge of All Aspects”

This is the omniscient wisdom of the Buddha. It is a fully developed pristine wisdom that 
directly knows the causal relationships among the 70 topics of the Ornament. 

The Buddha understands all the causes and conditions that lead to enlightenment. Hence, 
his omniscient wisdom enables him to turn the Wheel of Dharma, proclaiming the 
teachings that liberate sentient beings. 

2. Path Awareness or “the Knowledge of the Path”

This is the realization in the continuum of an arya bodhisattva that is influenced by his/her 
wisdom directly realizing emptiness. 

Arya bodhisattvas personally develop all the realizations of the path in their own continua 
in order to be able to guide each sentient being. These realizations must be influenced by 
their wisdom directly realizing emptiness.

3. Base Awareness or “the All-Knowledge”

Base refers to the five aggregates, the twelve sources or the eighteen constituents. The 
Buddha explained that each of these sets can also be called the All because each set 
includes all the experiences of sentient beings. In relation to these bases, we realize 
selflessness of person, where there is no personal self to be found.

A base awareness is a realization, belonging to the Hinayana class of realization, that is 
influenced by the wisdom directly realizing selflessness.

Through understanding these three topics, we are inspired to develop them by engaging in 
the trainings or preparations.
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The Fourfold Training

4. Complete Preparation or “the Full Realization of All Aspects”

This is the knowledge of a bodhisattva, which is influenced by the wisdom that meditates 
by gathering the aspects of the three types of knowledge in order to gain mastery.

To gain mastery it is important to cultivate the various knowledges or virtuous qualities of a 
bodhisattva in such a way that they can function harmoniously and spontaneously 
together. These qualities do not operate in isolation from one another.

5. Peak Preparation or “the Attainment of Culmination”

This highlights that the realizations are developed along the path in such a way that they 
come to surpass earlier realizations over a series of stages or peaks, until they eventually 
bring forth the attainment of complete, perfect enlightenment of a Buddha.

6. Serial Preparation

This is the knowledge of a bodhisattva, which is influenced by the wisdom that meditates 
serially on the aspects of the three types of knowledge in order to develop stability.

To enhance stability, we have to meditate on the various qualities or realizations in a serial 
manner, following a particular sequence again and again.

7. Momentary Preparation or “the Full Realization in a Single Instant”

This refers to the final moment of in the continuum of a sentient being. At this moment, the 
realizations of the bodhisattva have attained stability such that they manifest effortlessly at 
the same time. There is no longer the need to go through them one-by-one serially.

Through understanding these four preparations, we get a sense of the entire path and its 
stages leading to enlightenment.

The Fruition

8. Truth Body or Dharmakaya

This is the final result attained by the power of meditating on the aspects of the three types 
of knowledge.
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